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had considerably diminished, and the resources of the
country had been drained to the utmost extent. In these
circumstances "to have collected even one-fourth of die
standard assessment would probably at this period have
been impossible; but  the  Marathas,   in all situations
endeavoured to secure, in lieu of this chauth, at least
25 per cent, of the real balance. But although they seldom
could collect it, they always stated the chauth as due upon
the   Tunkha,   or   standard   assessment,   because,   even
should a day of retribution arrive, no claim of Peshkush
could be made by the Mughals on that head, as none was
specified on the deed."1  Thus owing to the general de-
pression in the countryside, the demands of chauth and
Sardeshmukhi absorbed the whole actual revenues and
exhausted the paying capacity of the peasantry. The Im-
perial agents were unable to recover any amount because
the Maratha claims were first to be met, enforced as they
were by armed authority. Naturally, the authority of the
Imperial agents was gradually paralysed and all power
and prestige fell into the hands of the Marathas who had
established a quasi-military control of the Deccan. The
ingenious scheme of Balaji Vishwanath served the double
purpose of enriching the Maratha exchequer as well as
undermining the Imperial rule in the Deccan. It did more,
It furnished a basis for preserving a common interest
among the Marathas, and affording pretexts for encroach-
ing on the Imperial territory.2  In view of all these con-
siderations the system of chauth and Sardeshmukhi could
hardly be justified on moral grounds by any dispassionate
historian.   It was nothing but an organized system of
blackmail, a dishonest and one-sided transaction.
Raffu'd-Darajat died on nth June, 1719. His elder
brother Rafi'u'd-Daulah was then proclaimed Emperor,
under the title of Shahjehan II. He too was kept in strict
1 Grant Duff, vol. I, p. 375.
* Ibid., p. 374,           "